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What is a Brownfield?

Abandoned, idled, or underused property where redevelopment 
is hindered by real or perceived environmental contamination.
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Terms

PD: Prospective Developer

DEQ: Department of Environmental Quality

PM: Brownfields Project Manager

NBP: Notice of Brownfields Property

BFA: Brownfields Agreement

SNI: Summary Notice of Intent

NI: Notice of Intent to Redevelop a Brownfields Property
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Program Overview

• Established the NC Brownfield Program –
Redevelopment Program- Voluntary

• Program process ensures protection of public health 
and the environment

• Outcome: Covenant Not to Sue, negotiated with PD

• Provides tax relief for improvements on the Property

Brownfields Property Reuse Act of 1997
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Brownfields Agreement 

• Defines the actions PD must take to make site safe for 

its intended reuse (as defined by PD) using a 

combination of:

• Site specific, risk-based standards

• Engineering controls 

• Land use restrictions
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Brownfields Agreement

Notice of Brownfields Property, referred to as NBP 
or simply Notice contains the following:

• Exhibit A: Brownfields Agreement referred to as BFA

• Exhibit B: Plat Map 

• Exhibit C: Legal Description 

• Exhibit 1: Site Location Map

• Exhibit 2: Analytical data
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Brownfields Agreement 

• Recorded at local Register of Deeds Office

• Land use restrictions “run with the land”

• Plat is an attachment to the Notice

• Full Size 

• Reduced version 8 ½ x 11
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Plat Requirements

• Check List for Survey 
Plat Requirements 

• Available at 
ncbrownfields.org, 
under “Statue and 
Guidance”

Checklist and Overview
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http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=6275d8a7-f046-4e21-9ca0-e48320b5e450&groupId=38361
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Plat Requirements

Must meet NCGS 47-30
• Registered Land Surveyor

• Plat Size dictated by county Register of Deeds

• The geodetic survey will also review the plats for .1607 
compliance. 

The Basics
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Plat Requirements 

• Title Block

• Exhibit B to the Notice of Brownfields Property –SURVEY PLAT

• Current Owners Name

• Prospective Developer Name

• Property Address and Tax PINs
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The Basics



13



Plat Requirements

• Clearly outline the “Brownfields 
Property Boundary”

• Separate line type from individual 
parcel boundaries

The Basics
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Plat Requirements

• North Arrow

• Scale

• Line/Bearing Table

• Provide Legal Description: 

• 8 ½ x 11 pdf or Word format

• May or may not be on plat map

The Basics
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Plat Requirements
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The Legend
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Legend Information:
1. Sampling symbols (groundwater, soil, vapor) 

Only sampling points listed on table need to be on the plat
Style and scale should be visible and appropriate

2. Hatchings or special areas from LURS

3. Brownfields Property Boundary



Plat Requirements
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The Legend
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Plat Requirements

Include the following notes on plat map:

• The areas and types of contamination depicted hereon are 
approximations derived from the best available information at 
the time of filing.

• The locations of the (soil, groundwater, vapor) samples site 
shown hereon are approximate locations from the Phase I 
ESA prepared by XYX Consultant dated November 18, 2015.
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Plat Requirements

• Show sample locations 
• Different symbols for each type of 

sample (i.e. soil, sediment, 
groundwater, etc.)

• Same symbol for each type, if 
possible

• “Area of ….“  
defined by PD/DEQ and 
hatching included in 
legend

Location of Contamination
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Plat Requirements

• Contaminant tables can include 

groundwater, soil, and/or soil gas 

compared to various screening criteria

• Land use restrictions must be verbatim

from the NBP 

• Information provided by DEQ to PD in 

word format. (Can be placed on 

subsequent pages)
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Contaminant Tables and Land Use Restrictions
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Plat Requirements
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Contaminant Tables and Land Use Restrictions

LAND USE RESTRICTIONS

NCGS 130A-310.35(a) also requires that the Notice identify any restrictions on the current and 

future use of the Brownfields Property that are necessary or useful to maintain the level of protection 

appropriate for the designated current or future use of the Brownfields Property and that are 

designated in the Brownfields Agreement. The restrictions shall remain in force in perpetuity unless 

canceled by the Secretary of DENR (or its successor in function), or his/her designee, after the 

hazards have been eliminated, pursuant to NCGS § 130A-310.35(e). All references to DENR shall be 

understood to include any successor in function. The restrictions are hereby imposed on the 

Brownfields Property, and are as follows:

1. No use may be made of the Property other than for commercial or mixed

use to be comprised of commercial and residential components. For purposes of this restriction, the 

following definitions apply:

i. Commercial - an enterprise carried on for profit by the owner, lessee or licensee; 

and

ii. Residential - Attached permanent single family or

multifamily dwelling situated as a second story (or higher) above a ground floor office, retail, or 

commercial space.

2. No activities that encounter, expose, remove or use groundwater (for example, installation of 

water supply wells, fountains, ponds, lakes or swimming pools, or construction or excavation 

activities that encounter or expose groundwater) may occur on the Property without prior sampling 

and analysis of groundwater to the written satisfaction of DENR in any areas proposed for such 

activities, and submittal of the analytical results to DENR. If such results reflect contaminant 

concentrations that exceed the standards and screening levels applicable to the uses authorized for 

the Property, the groundwater-related activities proposed may only occur in compliance with any 

written conditions DENR imposes. …to be continued…

Opening 

statement

LURs are 

numbered 

not letters



Plat Requirements

• Division of Waste Management (Only on LUR page if multiple pages.)

• Local Agencies (as needed)

• Surveyor
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Signature Blocks
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Brownfields 

Notes

LURs from 

DEQ/PD

Analytical Tables 

from DEQ/PD

Signature 

Blocks



Tips to Expedite Approval

• Review plat with checklist prior to sending to DEQ

• Send draft to Brownfields PM for review with a placeholder for 
LURs and contaminant tables early in the process

• Talk directly to the Brownfields PM instead of through a third party

• Read the LURs to see if they require a specific area be outlined
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Plat Requirements

• After plat & BFA approval, draft documents are in public 
comment (PC) for 30+ days

• Prior to end of PC, send signed Mylar to DEQ for signing 
(as many copies as the county requires)

• Include reduced 8 ½ x 11 on paper for NBP attachment
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Final Submittal
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Brownfields Program Staff
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Raleigh (919-707-8200)

Bruce Nicholson  (Program Manager)

Tony Duque

Sharon Eckard, PG

James Rudder, PG

Joe Ghiold, PG

Lebeed Kady

Geoffrey Little

Shirley Liggins 

Charlotte (704-661-0330)

Carolyn Minnich 

Wilmington (910-796-7401)

Samuel Watson, PG

David Peacock

Mooresville (704-235-2195)

Joselyn Harriger, PG

Asheville (828-251-7465)

Tracy Wahl

Email/Website

First.last@ncdenr.gov

www.ncbrownfields.org
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mailto:First.last@ncdenr.gov
http://www.ncbrownfields.org/
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• LUR Text and 

contaminant table does 

not match BFA

• Parcel number not 

present

• Owner and PD not listed 

on title block

• Brownfields property line 

not specified in legend
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• LUR text indicates there 

should be “residential” 

areas outlined on plat 

• Parcel number not 

present on title block

• Brownfields property line 

not specified in legend
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Improvements:

• Split into 2 sheet

• Remove Signature block 

for PD

• Analytical Table odd 

format

• Add Brownfields Legend



www.ncbrownfields.org
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